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PRESS RELEASE 
 7th INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ARTS “DIAGHILEV. P.S.”

18–27 November 2016, St Petersburg 

The seventh  Festival of Arts  “Diaghilev. P.S.” will take place in St Petersburg from 18 to 27  November 2016.
The famous Béjart Ballet Lausanne will launch the Festival with a programme of four works. Three are by Béjart himself - The Miraculous Mandarin, Etude for the Lady of the Camellias and Bakhti III – and will be shown alongside Anima Blues by Gil Roman. All four ballets are receiving their Russian premières. The programme will receive two performances: 20 and 21 November.

Maurice Béjart prohibited widespread reproduction of his work because of his belief that only dancers who had worked with him in person were able to reproduce his choreographic style, and faithfully mount his ballets as he intended. Since 2007, when the Maestro died, this responsibility fell to his disciple Gil Roman, who now leads the company. While also producing his own ballets, Roman is steeped in Béjart’s methods and as these performances illustrate, is totally committed to the preservation of Béjart’s heritage.   
The Miraculous Mandarin

Choreography: Maurice Béjart
Music: Béla Bartók

Costumes: Anna de Giorgi (inspired by films of Fritz Lang)

Scenery: Christian Frapin

Lighting: Dominique Roman 

Première: 3 December, 1992. Lausanne 
Étude for the Lady of the Camellias 

Choreography: Maurice Béjart
Music: Frédéric Chopin, Francesco Cilea 

Première: 21 December, 2001. Lausanne 
Bakhti III: 

Choreography: Maurice Béjart
Music: Indian folk music 

Scenery and costumes: Germinal Casado 

Première: 26 July, 1968 at Festival d'Avignon

Anima blues

Choreography: Gil Roman

Music: Citypercussion – Thierry Hochstätter & jB Meier

Costumes: Henry Davila

Lighting: Dominique Roman 
Première: 15 February, 2013.

20 November, 19.00

21 November, 19.00

Tovstonogov Russian State Academic Bolshoi Drama Theatre
In anticipation of the legendary Béjart Ballet Lausanne’s performances, an exhibition by the well-known French photographer François Paolini, entitled Chorégraphismes, will open 18 November at KGallery.  The exhibition will feature 30 photographs depicting a range of Béjart’s ballets. In 1999 a crucial meeting had occurred between Béjart and Paolini who at that time was a well-known news photographer and the prizewinner of the 1990 ‘World Press Photo’ competition. The result was that François Paolini completely changed direction in his work, to become the official photographer for Béjart Ballet Lausanne.
18 November, 19.00 

KGallery 
The PRESS CONFERENCE presenting the complete Diaghilev.P.S. 2016 programme will take place on 21 November at the Ambassador Hotel. Participants will include the artistic director and principle choreographer of Béjart Ballet Lausanne, Gil Roman; the artistic director of The White Dance Theatre, Izadora Weiss; composer Krzysztof Penderecki; conductor Teodor Currentzis; photographer Lois Greenfield; and the artistic director of Diaghilev. P.S. Natalia Metelitza.
21 November, 12.00

Ambassador Hotel

A photographic exhibition by Lois Greenfield (USA), entitled Moving Still will open on 21 November at the Sheremetev Palace. Greenfield started to work in the field of experimental choreography in 1973, finding a unique style that subsequently influenced many young photographers. In 2015 Lois Greenfield was awarded with the ‘Dance in Focus’ prize, for contribution to the development of photography. 

21 November, 14.00

Sheremetev Palace

22 November: Round table discussion “Scandal as an instrument of PR” 
This open discussion will focus on the role of public opinion in how we give approval to newcomers in the world of the arts. An eclectic array of journalists and representatives from the wider cultural environment will take part. The moderator will be Sergei Nikolaevich, editor-in-chief of Snob magazine.
22 November, 12.00

St Petersburg State Museum of Theatre and Music
On 22 November the Festival will also include an evening of dance works by The White Dance Theatre from Poland, which is appearing in Russia for the first time. Its founder, artistic director and choreographer is Izadora Weiss, a recognized master of contemporary dance, and the company frequently tours in Europe and USA. Weiss is the creator of more that 30 works and these are highly acclaimed both by ballet critics and the dance audiences alike. The programme will include three ballets: Phaedra and Death and the Maiden, together with the company’s latest production Tristan and Isolde, to music by Krzysztof Penderecki. The composer has greatly praised the ballet and will personally attend the performance. 

Death and the Maiden 

Libretto, production, choreography – Izadora Weiss
Music  – Franz Schubert
Lighting – Izadora Weiss

Premiere: 14.09.2013

Phaedra  
Production, choreography – Izadora Weiss 
Music – Gustav Mahler
Lighting – Izadora Weiss

Premiere: 07.11.2015

Tristan&Isolde 

Libretto, production, choreography – Izadora Weiss

Music – Krzysztof  Penderecki / Jonny Greenwood (4th and 10th scenes)

Lighting – Izadora Weiss
Premiere: 24.06.2016
22 November, 19.00

Alexandrinsky Theatre

23 November will offer the opportunity for all those who are interested in discovering the secrets of the great impresario to come together with arts professionals at the academic conference In  Diaghilev’s Circle: PR as a Recipe for Success. This year the discussions will cover the methods used by Sergei Diaghilev to achieve the astonishing success and international recognition which made the Ballets Russes so acclaimed. The conference’s main speakers will be Jane Pritchard, Mikhail Meilakh and Olga Khoroshilova.
The conference also makes an appropriate setting for the unveiling of a new book: The Original Russian Ballet, 1932-1952 by Sergei Grigoriev. The book’s main focus is Vasiliy Voskresensky (perhaps better known as Colonel W. de Basil) who continued the traditions of the Ballets Russes after death of its founder Sergei Diaghilev. The book explains how de Basil (Voskresensky) went on to develop the company and create new productions with outstanding guest choreographers, dancers, composers and visual artists. Another Vasiliy Voskresensky from a subsequent generation – the grandson of Colonel W. de Basil and a participant in the conference - will present the book.

A photo exhibition “Never Fading Stars of the Original Russian Ballet of Col. W. de Basil” will also be opened in honour of the book’s launch.



23 November: conference hours 11.00-17.00  
Book presentation and exhibition - 17.00

Museum of the Samoilov actors family - 8, Stremiannaia st. 

23 November: Masterclass by Izadora Weiss – founder, artistic director and choreographer of The White Dance Theatre (Poland).
23 November, time tba

Boris Eifman Dance Academy
The 125th anniversary of the birth of Sergei Prokofiev will be celebrated with a performance by the MusicAeterna orchestra of the Perm Opera and Ballet theatre. On 23 November the orchestra, conducted by Teodor Currentzis, will perform Prokofiev’s score for the ballet Romeo and Juliet.  
23 November, 20.00

Grand Hall of the St. Petersburg Philharmonia

On 24 November, the launch of Images. Beyond the Reality will take place at the Sheremetev Palace. From ritual artifact to artistic alter ego, this exhibition traces the how the role of the mask has developed beyond being a sacred object and form of religious costuming into becoming an interface with unexpected depths of artistic expression, offering an uncanny magic – and often challenging persona - to different aspects of art and theatrical performance. Historical dress and masks from the collection of Russian Museum of Ethnography will be shown alongside examples made by Kazimir Malevich, Vladimir Maiakovsky, Olga Rozanova, Daniil Burliuk, Ilia Zdanevich, Natalia Goncharova, Mikhail Larionov, Valdimir Tatlin, Sergei Paradzhanov, Garik Assa, Sergei Chernov, Sergei Bugaev-Africa, Sergei Kourekhin, Alexander Petliura, Vladislav Mamishev-Monro, Andrey Bartenev. 

24 November, 17.00

Sheremetev Palace
On 24 November a showing of the documentary movie Rudolf Nureyev. Island of His Dreams by Evgenia Tirdatova, will take place at the Lendoc film studio. This is a collaborative project between the Festival and the Living Cinema cinema club, which presents movies chosen by Sergei Sholokhov.
24 November, 20.00

LenDoc Studio, 12, Kriukov Canal embankment.

Rounding up the Festival’s live theatre offerings, on 26 November, will be a single performance of Viacheslav Samodurov’s production of Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet, by the dancers of the Ekaterinburg State Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre. 

Choreographer — Viacheslav Samodurov (Golden Mask award laureate)
Stage director—Viacheslav Samodurov 
Music director — Pavel Kilinichev (Golden Mask award laureate)
Set director — Anthony McIlwain

Costumes — Irena Belousova (Golden Mask award laureate) 

Lighting — Simon Bennison

This production received it’s première, to great acclaim, on 5 March, 2016 and is its celebrated choreographer’s most recent production. 
26 November, 19.00

Alexandrinsky theatre
On 27 November, the final event of this year’s Diaghilev. P.S. will be the première of the French film Polina, by the famous choreographer Angelin Preljocaj. Preljocaj has been a frequent participant in previous Festivals, and in this film he tells the enthralling story of a young ballet dancer who dreams of joining the Bolshoi Theatre. Starring Juliette Binoche, the film also features Nils Schneider, Miglen Mirtchev, Nastia Shevtsova, Jeremie Belingard, Vilen Babichev, Yulia Pisarenko, Ksenia Kutepova.

27 November, 18.00

Angleterre Cinema Lounge
Diaghilev. P.S. www.diaghilev-ps.ru    

Programme http://www.diaghilev-ps.ru/ru/dps_prg.html
Images of all Festival events can be found via the link below. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/r8yd7ap7z1ew7p5/AAD56ThbXCYBAJ5kjNE99Fo6a?dl=0 

Please do not forget to credit the copyright.

For more information on accreditation for festival events and requests for interviews please contact us:

PR director of the festival Natalia Plekhanova: 

+79219189420 n.plekhanova@principe-media.ru
Festival artistic director Natalia Metelitza: 

+7812 310 10 29 info@theatremuseum.ru
Festival programme Alexandra Starkman:

+7812 314 53 45 art@theatremuseum.ru
